
TDAC Acts series Study Questions 

Session #13 – from Sermon on Jan. 19, 2020 

Acts chapter 12 

 

Read Acts chapter 12 

 
1.If you were arrested by a dictatorial government for being a Christian, what evidence might 

they point to as proof of your guilt? What could some “well-meaning” witnesses point to as 

proof of your innocence? 

2. King Herod is a central figure of chapter 12. He is the nephew of the Herod that ruled during 

Jesus’ day. What do you learn about his character in verses 1-3? Why would this action please 

the Jewish leaders? Why do you think Herod, as a Roman official, would now join in the Jewish 

opposition to the church? 

3. What was Herod’s intent with Peter after his arrest? How do you think that would go? 

4. Why do you think there was such an intensive guard around Peter? 

5. How do you think Peter was able to sleep that night?  

6. How do you feel about the fact that God saved Peter but not James? In light of John 21:18,19, 

how might Peter respond to this question? 

7. After Peter’s release and arrival at Mary’s house, when Rhoda announced who was at the 

door, what would you have said if you had been there? 

8. Who is John Mark in verses 12 and 25. See also Acts 15:37-39; 2 Timothy 4:11.  

9. Who is the James of verse 17 (see Galatians 1:18,19)? Why do you think he is mentioned? 

What does this tell you about the importance of the Jerusalem church?  

10. Putting yourself in the place of the soldiers (v.18), what would you say to each other in the 

morning when you realized Peter was missing? In verses 20-22, what contrasts do you see 

between Herod’s power and God’s power? 

11. What do you understand as God’s purpose in Herod’s death? (vs21-23) 

12. In this Judea and Samaria phase (chapters 8-12) of God’s plan (Acts 1:8), how has the 

Church fared? What opposition has it faced so far? How far has it expanded? 

13. Who truly has power here: Herod or the Lord of the Church? What does this tell you about 

how Christians ought to deal with opposition and persecution? What worldly forces seem all-

powerful to you? How does this chapter put them in perspective for you? 

14. Read 1 Peter 4:12-14; in looking back when Peter wrote this, what may he have been 

thinking? 

15. In light of the people’s response who were praying, what are some of your prayers that would 

surprise you if God answered affirmatively? 

16. In our understanding of the nature of prayer, God does answer prayer in one of three ways: 

yes, no, or wait. How would you rate your faith in God’s sovereignty given these options of how 

He will answer your prayers? 

17. What would it take for the Word of God to “increase and spread” today? 
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