
TDAC Acts series Study Questions 

Session #15 – from Sermon on Feb. 2, 2020 

Acts chapter 16 
 
Read Acts chapter 16. 
 
16:1-5 
1.Given the decision to reject the teachings of those in Acts 15:1, why did Paul circumcise 
Timothy? How could this be justified? (see I Corinthians 9:19-23) 
 
16:6-10 
2. How is this closed door for ministry in Asia (verse 7) pivotal in Paul & Silas’ ministry? 
3. Compare verse 13 with 14:1 and 17:2. What does the fact that there was apparently no 
synagogue in Philippi mean with respect to the Jewish community there? How did this affect 
Paul’s strategy for mission? 
 
16:11-15 
4. List the steps in Lydia’s conversion. What stands out to you? 
 
16:16-40 
5. How would you feel if this servant-girl was following you around making this announcement? 
What influence might her true statement actually have on these missionaries’ effectiveness? 
6. Retell verses 17-21 from the perspective of the owners of the girl: What do you feel about 
her? About your money? About these missionaries?  
7. Since there was no synagogue in Philippi(vs 13), and since the Gentile missionaries (Luke and 
Timothy) were not seized, how could racism be a factor in the actions described in verses 19-24 
What might be meant by the charge against them? 
8. If you were falsely accused, severely beaten, and thrown into a dark jail, would you still trust 
that God had called you to go to this place (16:9,10)? Why or why not? 
9. What does the response of Paul and Silas show about them? If you were the jailer, what 
would you think of Paul and Silas singing? Escaping? Remaining in the jail? 
10. In what ways does the jailer express his new faith in Jesus? 
11. Given the charge against them (vs20,21),why would Paul insist on his rights as a Roman 
citizen? (Note: Most residents in the Roman empire did not have the privilege of citizenship). 
How would this diffuse tensions for the young Philippian church? 
12. The girl’s owners rejected the gospel because it cost them financially. What financial 
concerns keep some people from faith today? Are any of these a factor for you? 
13. About 12 years later, Paul wrote the letter to the Philippians from another prison. How 
could the events here be the basis for what Paul said in Philippians 4:4-7, 12-13?  
14. If asked, ”What must I do to be saved?” How would you answer?  
15. What can you learn from the disciples’ experiences that will help you as you encounter 
difficult times? 
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