
TDAC Acts series Study Questions 

Session #16 – from Sermon on Feb. 9, 2020 

Acts chapter 17,18 
 
Read Acts 17:1-15 

 

1. Thessalonica was a wealthy trading city on a major road from the Adriatic Sea to the Black 

Sea. How is Paul received (see I Thessalonians 1:4-10; 3:1-4)? 

2. What accusations has Paul encountered so far (vs 5-7; also 16:20,21)? What lies behind these 

accusations?  

3. Since his conversion, this is the sixth time Paul has been forced by persecution to leave an 

area. How would you view your mission if that happened to you? How does your response 

compare with Paul’s (see I Thessalonians 2:1-6)? 

4. Compared with the Thessalonians (vs 2-4, how do the Bereans receive the gospel(vs 11,12)? 

5. Whether Jesus or Caesar was Lord became a real issue for Christians a few years later. When 

has your faith in Christ led to conflict with other authorities claiming your loyalty? 

5. In terms of time, consistency, and intensity, how would you rate your Bible study? Is it 

somewhat like the Bereans? 

 

 

 

Read Acts 17:16-34 

 

1. What was Paul disturbed about when he arrived in Athens? What did he then proceed to do? 

2. The Greek philosophers noticed Paul. Why do you think they did? 

3. Describe these philosophers (vs 18-21). What understanding do you think they had about 

Christianity? 

4. The Stoics believed “god” was in everything and so everything was “god”(this is pantheism), 

while Epicureans had little or no belief in “god” at all. What does Paul emphasize about the true 

God? (verses 23-30)? 

5. How does Paul use their own culture to help them see the weaknesses in the way they relate to 

deity? 

6. Compared to Paul’s sermon in Acts 13:16-41 in Pisidian Antioch where Paul used a lot of 

historical scriptural truth, how is this sermon different? What does this teach us about presenting 

the gospel? How are the two sermons alike in what they present about Jesus? In both sermons, 

what does Paul call the people to do? 

7. How does the response in Athens (17:21,32-34) compare with Berea (17:12) and Thessalonica 

(17:4)? 

8. What distressed you spiritually about the area in which you live? What specific needs do you 

see? What do you feel God is calling you to do about them? 

9. Who do you know that has very little or no background in the gospel? How would your 

witness to them be different than to someone who comes from a church background? 

10. Paul uses idols and Greek poetry as points of contact between these people and the gospel. 

What can you use as a way of relating the gospel more effectively to others? 

 

 



Read Acts 18:1-17 

 

1.Emperor Claudius’ order was giving about 50 A.D. after a Jewish riot in Rome over preaching 

of Christ there. What does this reveal about the attitude of the Romans toward religion? 

2. How did Paul’s ministry change after Timothy and Silas came to him (see Philippians 2:20-22; 

4:15,16)? 

3. What happened to Crispus’ successor, Sosthenes (vs 17; see I Corinthians 1:1)? 

4. What effects would these conversions have on the Jewish community? 

5. How might the vision from God(vs 9,10) serve to be an encouragement given what would 

happen in verses 12-17? 

6. As you reflect on Paul’s missionary journey and how he brought the gospel to various 

communities that were unreached, how important do you think missions is to the heart of God? 

How are you currently involved in supporting missions? What might God be calling you to do to 

increase your missions involvement? Giving, praying, going? 
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