
TDAC Acts series Study Questions 

Session #17 – from Sermon on Feb. 16, 2020 

Acts chapter 19,20 
 
 

 

Read Acts 19:1-22 

 

1. Why do you think Paul headed right to Ephesus on his next trip? (see 18:19-21) 

2. Apollos was from Egypt(18:24), and these disciples were about 800 miles from Jerusalem. 

That does the fact that they were followers of John the Baptist tell you about the extent of his 

influence? How would their awareness of John be good preparation for them to hear the gospel 

(see John 1:19-34)?  

3. Since Paul had to teach the people in Ephesus about Jesus (v.4), they apparently had not heard 

about him or the Spirit (v.2). From 2:38 and 10:43,44(as well as this section) what do you learn 

about the relationship between faith in Jesus and receiving the Spirit? 

4. What seems to be the signal throughout Acts for Paul to stop teaching in the synagogues? Why 

do you think this is so? What do these “stop and go” signals teach you about ministry in general? 

5. Compare verses 8-9 with 13-15: How do these two groups of Jews view Jesus differently? If 

you were one of Sceva’s sons, what would you say about Jesus after being jumped by this evil 

spirit (v.16)? 

6. From the reaction of the crowd in verses 17-19, how would you describe the general response 

to Jesus prior to verses 13-16? Why would those events change people’s ideas so much? 

7. How do people try to use Jesus for their own purposes today? What is the difference between 

that and real faith in Christ? What did you have to change in your lifestyle when you first began 

to follow Jesus? Are there some things you are reluctant to burn now in order to be really honest 

with God? What would it cost you to burn them? 

 

 

 

Read Acts 19:23-41 

 

1.Why would Demetrius rally people against Paul (vs.25-27; see 17:24-29)? Since this temple 

was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, what businesses would Paul be affecting?  

2. How do the concerns of the city clerk and Demetrius compare? 

3. Success, money and independence are some cultural “idols” (values most people accept 

without question). What others come to mind? How has your faith affected your relationship to 

these idols? Could Demetrius have become a Christian and kept his business? Can you think of a 

similar situation today where someone may be forced to choose between their trade and Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Read Acts 20:13-38 

 

1. Can you think of a spiritual role model in your life? What about that person rubbed off on 

you? 

2. Why do you think Paul sailed past Ephesus to reach Jerusalem for Pentecost (see Acts 2:1)?  

3. What does Paul emphasize how he lived among them? 

4. From your reading of Acts, what kinds of hardships has Paul already encountered? How 

would you explain what motivates Paul to keep on (compare 20:24 with Philippians 3:7,8)? 

How and why is their appointment as elders divine, humbling, and dangerous (verses 28-31)?  

5. How does the message of grace (vs 32) and the example of Paul (vs 33-35) protect them from 

these dangers?  

6. What do you think the Ephesian elders will miss most about Paul? 

7. How would you summarize Paul’s description of the gospel (vs 21) to explain your faith to 

someone? 

8. How would you complete this sentence: “The one thing I must accomplish at any cost 

is________________? How does it relate to Paul’s goal in verse 24? 
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