
TDAC Acts series Study Questions 

Session #19 – from Sermon on March 1, 2020 

Acts chapter 21, 22 
 

Read Acts 21:15 – 36 

 

1.What pressure do James and the elders face as Paul comes to Jerusalem? How would Paul’s 

teaching cause strict Jews to be upset? 

2. This issue was supposedly settled at least six years earlier (see ch. 15). Why do these tensions 

still plague Jerusalem believers? 

3. How would James’ suggestion to Paul solve the problem for both of them? Why remind Paul’s 

Gentile companions what to do (see 15:20)? 

4. How does Paul’s action in verses 24-26 relate to his view of grace and law(see Acts 20:24;  

1 Corinthians 9:10-20)? 

5. How do you decide when you should bend for the sake of others, and when you should stand 

for your principles? 

6. Paul spent more time in Asia then anywhere else (Acts 19:8-10). Why would these men be 

especially upset when they see Paul? Gentile were forbidden from the temple under penalty of 

death. How would the accusation of verse 28 fuel the suspicion of James(vs 21)? 

7. Compare the reaction against Paul (vs 30,31)with that against Stephen (Acts 6:11-13) twenty 

years earlier. What does this tell you about Christian-Jewish relationships in Jerusalem during 

this period?  

8. What memories of lynch mobs does Paul have(see Acts 20:23; 21:13)? 

 

 

Read Acts 21:37-Acts 22:29 

 

1. From 21:30-36, why would the commander mistake Paul for the Egyptian revolutionary  

(vs 38)? 

2. Under the circumstances, why did Paul think it so important to address this hostile crowd? 

How would Jewish-Christian relationships erode even further if the charges of 21:28 were left 

unanswered? 

3. How does Paul’s use of Aramaic, along with the content of his speech, cause the Jews to 

listen? 

4. This speech (22:1-10) recounts the events of Acts 9:1-18. What points of identification does 

Paul make with his hostile audience? What is he hoping to achieve by this?  

5. Why does Paul’s reference to the Gentiles (vs.21) upset the crowd, whereas they did not react 

to his speaking about Jesus? What was the real sticking point about the gospel for the Jews? 

6. How was Paul’s status as a Roman citizen an asset in his ministry to Gentiles (vs25-29; see 

also 16:37,38)? 

7. Paul told his own story instead of preaching to the crowd. When do you find your story most 

effective and helpful to others?  

8. How has your faith in Jesus redirected your life in a surprising way? What is one of the 

hardest things you have had to experience because of your faith? 

9. How do you think you would handle criticism for what you believe? 

10. How is your citizenship an asset for spreading the gospel? How can you use this asset better? 
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