
TDAC Acts series Study Questions 

Session #21 – from Sermon on March 15, 2020 

Acts chapter 23:12-35, 24:1-27 
 
Read Acts 23:12-22 
1. How do you explain the fierce determination of these men to kill Paul(see Romans 10:2)? 
Why do you think he is so dangerous? 
2. Given verse 11, how would you feel if you were Paul and you heard this news from your 
nephew(vs12-16)? 
3. By sending his nephew to the commander, is Paul showing a lack of faith in God’s promise? 
Why or why not? 
4. What risks did Paul’s nephew take in this story? How might you be called to be in a position 
to stand up for someone? 
 
 
Read Acts 23:23-35 
1. How does the commander’s provision for Paul contrast with the way Pilate dealt with Jesus 
(see Luke 23:1-25)? Why do you think this is the case?  
2. What has the commander decided to do with the “Paul problem”? Why the elaborate 
security precautions and the constant “passing the buck”? How does this all relate to Acts 9:15? 
3. How would you feel if you were one of the men in Acts 23:12,13, and you found out the next 
day that Paul was gone? 
4. How do Paul’s experiences with Roman authority here shed light on his comments in Romans 
13:1-7? How does this contrast with Peter’s experience with the Jewish authorities in Acts 
5:19,20? What do these two incidents show you about the Christian’s relationship with civil 
authority? Where do you need to show your support of government authority? Where should 
you be challenging it? 
 
 
Read Acts 24:1-27 
1. Felix had a reputation of violently suppressing rebellions against Rome. How might Tertullus 
hope that would compensate for the lack of evidence he can offer? 
2. How would all the charges in verses 5-6 seem true to Ananias and Tertullus? What does their 
reference to Christians as the “Nazarene sect” show about their view of Christianity? 
3. How then does Paul defend himself (vs11-19)? 
4. Put yourself in the place of Felix. In light of the riot in Jerusalem over Paul(if you only had 
Lysias’ letter 23:26-30, the accusations of the Jews, and Paul’s word to go on), what would you 
do? 
5. Given what happened in Corinth (18:12-16), why would Paul want to shift the focus of the 
controversy to his belief in the resurrection? 
6. What do you learn about Felix from verses 22-26? Why does he merely put Paul under house 
arrest? 



7. If Felix had been in Pilate’s place, what do you think he would have done with Jesus(compare 
Luke 23:1-25)? 
8. In light of Acts 23:11, what must Paul be feeling as time wears on and no progress at all is 
made? 
9. How has your desire to honor and serve Christ ever been misunderstood by others? How did 
you feel about that? 
10. What is the difference between being “well acquainted with the Way” (vs22) and being a 
true believer? How long were you acquainted before you became a believer? 
11. Have you ever felt there was a period in your life that was “down time”, when nothing 
seemed to be happening at all (as seems to be the case with Paul)? Why do you think God 
allows such times in our lives? 
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