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Acts ch 5:12-42 
Read the above passages and discuss the following:  

 

1. How would the incident with Ananias and Sapphira lead to the response of the people in verses 13,14? 

 

2. How do you account for the jealousy of the Sadducees?  vs 17 

 

3. As an apostle, how would you feel during the events of verses 18-21? 

 

4. The angel of the Lord gave the apostles a command that, when followed, would lead to a brutal flogging 

(5:40). If that strikes you as odd, it is probably because of the prevailing idea among many believers that 

obedience inevitably leads to blessing (defined as “a problem-free, blissful existence”). Serious students of the 

Bible know, however, that obeying God often results in pain and suffering. They also recognize that being 

persecuted for Christ is a deeper kind of blessing. Why would the angel tell them to go preach at the temple 

likely knowing that they would get into trouble? According to this passage, are we guaranteed a trouble-free, 

risk-free life? What biblical commands, if obeyed, might result in discomfort for you today? Will you commit 

to live them out anyway?  

 

5. What do the religious leaders accuse the apostles in 5:28? How is this different from what bothered them in 

4:2? 

 

6. What key truths did Peter focus on in his speech in verses 29-32? What from this speech enraged the leaders? 

 

7. Peter and John had been warned repeatedly not to preach, but they continued in spite of the threats. We, too, 

should live as Christ has asked us to, sharing our faith no matter what the cost. We may not be beaten or thrown 

in jail, but we may be mis-understood, ridiculed, ostracized, or slandered. To what extent are you willing to 

suffer for the sake of sharing the Good News with others? 

 

8. Have you ever thought of persecution as a blessing, as something worth rejoicing? 

 

9. Why is it the case when Christianity is threatened that it spreads? 

 

10. Why did Gamaliel gave the advice he did? What was he seeking to avoid? Why was his advice accepted?  

vs 33-39 

 

11. Prior to the Apostle’s release what happened to them? vs 40  

 

12. What was the Apostle’s attitude after their release?  vs 41 

 

13. What did the Apostles do after their release? Why didn’t they just go home and settle for a comfortable, 

trouble-free life? What was more important to them? What caused them to be so relentless about spreading the 

gospel?   vs 42 
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