
Ephesians Small Group Study Guide 

Lesson #8: Ephesians 2:11-22 (ESV) 

Refer to Sermon preached on Oct. 28, 2018 
 

The power of God active in the resurrection of Christ, that raised him from death to life and 

seated him at his right hand in power and glory, has also done an amazing work in us. As we 

have seen in 2:1-10 God's power has taken us from being 'dead in the trespasses and sins' and 

'raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.’ Paul now 

describes how this has forever changed our status and identity. 

 

1. In Ourselves/In Christ: An Incredible Contrast 

 

Read Ephesians 2:11-22 and list the contrast regarding what we were in ourselves and what we 

are in Christ. Discuss the significance of this incredible change in status and identity.  

 

In ourselves        In Christ______________________ 

2:11 -       2:13 - 

2:12 -       2:16 - 

        -       2:18 - 

        -       2:19 -  

        -               - 

        -                      - 

2:13 -        2:21 - 

2:19 -        2:22 - 

 

 

What do you see is different from the previous reality of Gentile inferiority and Jewish 

superiority?  

 

 

Before their salvation in Christ, what was the identity and status of the Jews? At the deepest 

spiritual level, were they, in themselves any different from the Gentiles? Study and discuss the 

following scriptures:  

John 8:39-47 

Romans 2:17-29 

Galatians 2:14-16 

Philippians 3:1-9 

 

 

As Paul has already identified in Ephesians 2:1-10, read also the following and see what he 

writes as far as there not being any difference in sinfulness, no difference in the way of salvation, 

no difference in identity, no difference in being a heir of eternal life.  

Romans 3:22-14 

Galatians 3:26-29 

Colossians 3:11 

 

 

 

 

 



2. How and What God Achieved in Christ 

 

As you’ve been reading Ephesians 2:11-22, we learn that in and through Jesus Christ God 

achieved not only our salvation, but also the removal of the Jew-Gentile division. In the section 

below complete the description of what God accomplished in and through Christ, and discuss the 

meaning and implication of each.  

 

 

2:13; “by blood of Christ”:_____________________________________________ 

2:14; “in his flesh”: __________________________________________________ 

2:15; “in himself”: ___________________________________________________ 

2:16; “through the cross”: _____________________________________________ 

2:18; “through him”: _________________________________________________ 

2:21-22; “in him”: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Paul seals the argument about the removal of the Jew/Gentile division and distinction with the 

statement in vs 18, “For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.”  This 

statement contains at least four expressions of the oneness of Jew and Gentile in Christ. Find the 

phrase for each: 

One means of access: _________________________________ 

A shared access: _____________________________________ 

By one active agent: __________________________________ 

A common Father: ___________________________________ 

 

3. Images of the Church 

 

Read Ephesians 2:11-22 and see how Paul identifies the nature of the church. Discuss the five 

different images and their significance;  

1. 2:19 - “Fellow citizens” (“God’s people” -NIV). Read also Romans 9:22-26; 1 Peter 2:20 

2. 2:19 - “members of the household of God”(“God’s household” – NIV). Read also Galatians 

 6:10 where the church is referred to as the “household of faith.” 

3. 2:21 - “the whole structure” (“the whole building” – NIV) 

4. 2:21 - “a holy temple”  

5. 2:22 - “a dwelling place for God”. See also 1 Corinthians 3:9,16 

 

Paul, in using this concept of the Gentiles as the “temple” of God, intrudes into extremely 

sensitive ground. The temple was among the most sacred of Israel’s religious institutions. It was 

the “house of God” – symbolically, His dwelling place. Not even Jews were allowed into its inner 

sanctuary…only the High Priest could enter there, only once a year, and only under strict 

religious conditions. Now Paul has the boldness to state that, in Christ, Gentiles along with Jews, 

actually are the temple, the dwelling place of God.  

 

Discuss:  

1. How does it affect you to realize that God lives in you, that you are His dwelling place? 

2. Think of what great respect the Jews had for the physical temple of God. How does this affect 

your sense of awe in which God would have you view yourself as His living temple? Read 

Romans 6:12-14 and Romans 12:1,2 and discuss what Paul says about the use of our bodies. 

3. What significance is it that all races and backgrounds are one in Christ in the church? 

 

 
Source: The Book of Ephesians, Terry Cowland 


