
Ephesians Small Group Study Guide 

Lesson #9: Ephesians 3:1-13 (ESV) 

Refer to Sermon preached on Nov. 4, 2018 
 

Paul was absolutely overwhelmed by the Gospel. He never ceased to be amazed at what 

God accomplished in and through Jesus Christ, and he never ceased to impress the 

wonder of it all on his hearers and readers. Even when he had something else that he 

wanted to say, his thoughts and his words kept returning to what God has done in Christ. 

 

1. Paul’s Description of the Gospel 

 

From 3:1-13 list in the table below the different words or phrases used to refer to the 

Gospel; discuss them and list their meaning and significance. 

 

Verse Word or phrase Meaning 

2 “administration of God’s grace  

3   

4   

6   

8   

9   

10   

11   

 

2. The Gospel is 'the mystery', 'the mystery of Christ' and 'the administration of this 

mystery' [3:3-6, 9] 
Although Paul calls the Gospel a mystery, he does not mean that it is still a mystery. It 

was a hidden mystery once, before Christ came, but now it is 'a mystery made known to 

me by revelation' and into which Paul has 'been given insight'. Because it is now out in 

the open it is available for all to understand, because it 'has now been revealed by the 

Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets.' Paul speaks of the Gospel as 'mystery' in other 

letters as well. 

 

Read these references below and note what they teach about the Gospel as a now 

revealed 'mystery': 

 

Reference 

Romans 16:25,26 

 

1 Corinthians 2:6-16  

Ephesians 1:9,10  

Ephesians 6:19  

Colossians 1:25-27  

Colossians 2:2,3  

Colossians 4:3  

I Timothy 3:16  

 

 

3. The Gospel is 'the promise' (3:6) 

 

In this verse Paul takes the Gospel way back into the Old Testament in which the promise 

of God was given to Abraham and his descendants. 

Read: Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-6; 22:17-18. 



Discuss how this promise, long believed by the Jews to have reference only to 

themselves, is now, in the Gospel, said to incorporate the Gentiles. Discuss how the 

whole concept of 'promise' takes the Gospel out of the realm of human merit and into the 

realm of God's purpose and God's choice. 

 

4. The Gospel as 'the manifold wisdom of God' (3:10) 

 

The Gospel is the 'manifold wisdom of God'. The Greek word is actually an intensified 

form of the normal word for 'manifold'. It should be translated something like 

'exceedingly manifold'. Although it is so simple that even a child can understand and 

appreciate it, it is comprehensive and deep. God has left nothing out. There are no 

questions, no 'what ifs' or 'what abouts' that cannot be answered and addressed by the 

Gospel. The Gospel, this very-many-faceted wisdom of God, has got every base covered. 

God, the all-knowing One, the omniscient One, has not, as we would in our ignorance, 

forgotten or overlooked or been unaware of anything.  

 

Read the following verses on God's wisdom and write their meaning in the boxes. 

 

Reference Meaning 

Isaiah 40:27,28  

Isaiah 55:6-9  

Romans 11:33,34  

I Corinthians 1:20-24  

I Corinthians 2:6,7  

Ephesians 1:8  

 

5. The Gospel as the eternal purpose of God accomplished in Christ Jesus (3:11) 

 

The Gospel is no after-thought, and no Plan B, that God had to suddenly come up with 

after he saw what a mess we made of our humanity in Genesis 3. Before he created the 

world he knew what we would do. Before time and space existed, he also knew what he 

would do. Here is an amazing mystery of grace: that God, the triune God, went ahead and 

created - knowing that to create us meant also to then have to redeem us through the 

incarnation and death of his Son. 

 

Read these scriptures and write what they say about God's eternal purpose in the four 

boxes. 

 

Reference Meaning 

Ephesians 1:11   

2 Timothy 1:9-10   

1 Peter 1:19-20   

Revelation 13:8   

 

Application:  

- Take time to reflect on the difference the Gospel of Christ has made in your life.  

- In what ways through your life can the Gospel be communicated to those who have not 

yet heard it? 

- Because we have open access through Christ to the Father(vs. 12), how does this 

encourage your communication to God through prayer?  

 

 
Source: The Book of Ephesians, Terry Cowland 


